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Our own member Eric Danielsen is a 

Flagman at the Le Mans race in France.

Eric, suiting up (above) assisted by his wife Joni, 
showed us the race track with audio-video tapes he 
had made while in France for the race.  He said that 
the Flaggers come from all over Europe, the United 
States, and from throughout the world, indeed.  Their 
mission, he said is “We do the flagging to facilitate 
safety.” 

And, from the video he presented, that is a needed 
asset for the races.  Le Mans is a 24 hour race with 
some of it located on specially designed race tracks 
but with some through the village of Le Mans itself.  
There are several “hair raising” twists and turns on 
the track and we can see why the different flags are 
needed.  Each colored flag has a specific purpose 
and the drivers need to heed those signals on the 
sharp curves, twists and turns.  The orange colored 
suits worn by the flaggers stand out for the drivers. 

Eric also works with the Virginia International Race-
way (commonly known as "VIR") which is a road course 
located in the community of Alton, near Danville, Virginia. 
It is less than a half-mile from the North Carolina/Virginia 
border just outside Milton, North Carolina on the banks of 
the Dan River. VIR hosts amateur and professional 
automobile and motorcycle events, driving schools, club 
days, and private test rentals.

Thanks Eric for this interesting presentation and thanks to Gloria Elliott, Programs Chair, for bringing us this program. 
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